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KEEPING HISTORY ALIVE
If you’ve been up to the old Lindis 
Hotel area lately, you’ll have noticed 
some work going on. It looks like 
rebuilding work – but it’s not.

Matt Schmidt, Senior Heritage 
Adviser for DOC, says the work on 
the hotel is not a total rebuild, but 
measures to preserve the ruin for 
future generations to wonder at, and 
enjoy. The ruin has been at the mercy 
of environmental exposure for a long 
time, and while the plans for this work 
have been in the making for a 
number of years, it finally got started 
in January 2026.

Matt says, that one reason the ruins 
in the area are in relatively good 
condition, is because of the love, and 
interest in, the locals have for them.

THE HISTORY - for those new to 
Tarras, Nine Mile Historic Reserve 
located on Old faithful Road in the 
Lindis Valley the, include the striking 
ruins of the Lindis Pass Hotel, alluvial 
gold mining remains, and Watson 
Thompson’s hut, represents the first 
gold rush in Otago, and the 
subsequent mining history of the 
Lindis Pass area. 

The Old Lindis Hotel - honouring the stories held within its walls... 

We are planning for our annual 
Daffodil Day on Friday 28 August.

Tarras Rural Women will be holding a 
community stall in the village from 
9.30am until approx 2pm to raise funds 
for the Cancer Society. 

The associated Lindis Pass Hotel ruin has  
significant original fabric remaining, and shows 
nineteenth century stone masonry techniques, using 
local materials.

Travellers stopping for a break on the torturous Lindis 
Road, were among the main visitors to the area until 
the hotel closed around 1950.
Originally it was the site of the general store for 
Otago’s first gold rush in 1861. In the 1870s, the 
permanent stone building was erected, functioning as 
a hotel, general store, post office and school. 
Activity declined when the road was rerouted to the 
other side of the Lindis River. The hotel provided 
almost continuous service for over seventy years, 
ending its days as a residence in 1951. cont page 2 ...

CLASSIFIEDS

TARRAS RURAL WOMEN AGM 
6.30pm, Wednesday 19 August  
at the Tarras Hall supper room. 

All are welcome.

HELP
There are a number of people desperately 
searching for long term accommodation in 
Tarras. One is a previous resident of the 

area, who wishes to return.
If you have, or know of anything that  
may be suitable, please message the 
Tarras Community Facebook page or  

text 027 216 0037.

MEETINGS

6pm - Wednesday 12 August -  Alexandra District Club Inc. Alexandra.
Please register via Humanitix ASAP. Registrations close Friday 7 August by 12 noon (for catering purposes).

You can find details about the evening, on our page: https://events.humanitix.com/central-otago-dinner-july-2026 

REAL PEOPLE - DELICIOUS KAI - GREAT KŌRERO 
Whether you’re a RWNZ member or simply a woman who is rural at heart, you are warmly welcome here. 

We know winter can make it tempting to stay 
home - but we promise this is worth braving 
the frost for. Come and make some beautiful 
new connections, catch up with familiar faces, 
and go home with a full belly and a warm 
heart, having heard a brilliant guest speaker. 
This month we welcome Gilly Darbey as our 
guest speaker. An incredible singer with a 
story well worth hearing. 
UK-born singer-songwriter Gilly had toured 
the world since she was 16 before finally 
performing in New Zealand. After just  
five days and four concerts, she wrote in  
her journal, “I’ve come home,” and made  
New Zealand her home in 2002.
Performing at Cardrona festival in 2004 Gilly 
met Lon, an organic garlic grower in the Ida 
Valley. He came up to buy a CD so he’s really 
her groupie. 

Their first conversation  
revolved around how to make 
good compost! 
Lon, obviously as impressed 
with her composting technique 
as he was with her singing, 
invited her to visit and so the 
journey from Gilly Darbey 
singer to Gilly Darbey garlic 
lady began.

ACCOMODATION WANTED

CODC RATES WASTE FEE
Ever wondered where the waste fee on your rates bill is spent?

Megan Howes from CODC says: All properties across the district pay a 
Waste Management Charge. For the 2026/27 year, this charge is  
$138.86 per rating unit. For Tarras, this charge contributes to the provision 
and maintenance of waste management services, including:

•	 The recycling drop-off facility at the Tarras Hall
•	 The user-pays rubbish drop-off facility on Jolly Road
•	 Ongoing maintenance and monitoring of the Tarras Closed Landfill
For properties that do not receive a kerbside collection service, such as 
those in Tarras, the rate charged is $138.86 and will appear on the rates 
assessment as Waste Management Charge (no collection from rating unit).

For properties that receive a kerbside collection service, the rate charged 
is $629.21 and will appear on the rates assessment as Waste Collection 
with Collection 4 Bins (availability of service). This amount is made 
up of $490.35 for the kerbside collection service and $138.86 Waste 
Management Charge.

Donations of baking, local produce, 
plant cuttings, knitting soaps, candles, 
preserves, or anything suitable is 
greatly appreciated. Items can be 
dropped off at the Tarras General 
Store from 1 - 26 August. 

We will be selling tickets for 
our popular spring raffle, which 
is always full of wonderful 
surprises and is well supported 
by our community. Tickets will 
be available for $5 each, cash 
only, from the Tarras General 
Store from 1 August. The raffle 
will be drawn on 28 August.

This is a day for the 
community to come together, 
support an important cause 
and enjoy catching up with 
friends and neighbours.

Tarras is fortunate to welcome a number of new 
residents, and we hope you enjoy living here as 
much as we do. Stay connected through our monthly 
newsletter, Tarras Talk, available on the Tarras website, 
the Tarras Community Facebook page, or by email. 
The website also features a community calendar, while 
the Tarras Traders Facebook group is useful for local 
information. Our community is warm and welcoming,  
so you can always ask a neighbour too.

TARRAS HALL

WORKING BEE
Sat 29 August at 10.30am, 
weather dependent. Jobs 
include garden & shrub 

tidying, installing door draught 
stops, concreting in 2 bike 
racks, rubbish removal and 

general maintenance. 
Any questions please contact: 

tarrashall@gmail.com



Kia ora,

The best little school in Central Otago - ALICE CASEY, PRINCIPAL

TARRAS SCHOOL NEWSKEEPING HISTORY 
ALIVE continued...

LOCAL LEGEND – GERALD GOODGER

TARRAS BOOK CLUB 
KEEN TO MEET NEW PEOPLE? 

Book Club meeting: 2pm Wed 12 August.  
Hosted by Debs - 0212 833822.

SPREAD THE WORD 
LILLIPUT LIBRARY  - located by the school gate, 
sparks a love of reading in our community. It’s  
always in need of restocking. Every donated 
book helps keep this little library thriving and 
ensures there’s always something  
new waiting for the next reader.
•	 take a book/return a book 
•	 add a book
•	 pass it on

We ended last term with the highlight of the year 
so far - our first school disco! We had ‘DJ Paul’ 
with his lights and sound deck, the Board were with 
the parents in the meeting room connecting and 
catching up and the tamariki were having a great 
time dancing away! 

Great holidays 
were had by all and 
we’re now back into 
Week 2 of the term 
already. 

We started off with 
a bang - having 
‘Harold’ the Giraffe 
from Life Education 
visit to teach us 
about how our 
bodies work. 

Ngā mihi, Alice

The senior class then headed down to the hall for 
a look at recycling in Tarras; they enjoyed learning 
about the Plastic Chipper and watching it in action. 

●	 ‘DJ Paul’ or as people commonly know him 
as our ‘Groundsman’ for playing the music at 
our Disco!

●	 The Tarras Hall Committee for letting us use 
the hall - thanks so much!

Our tamariki are all settled and focused and as always, producing some great 
mahi (work) in the classroom! 

This term we have our Skiing Lessons up at Cardrona and Cross Country 
in Poolburn. We’re also having ‘Book Week’ and would love to have any 
community members come in and read their favourite picture book to the 
tamariki on Thursday the 20th of August! Let me know if you can come on 
down - they love listening to a story!

For our inquiry learning this term we’re focusing on ‘How Things Work’ - if 
anyone has any old technology that we can pull apart (and not put back 
together or return) to learn how things work, we’d love any donations! 

These can be dropped off to the office.

JULY 
THANKS 
GOES TO:

Utes and tractors rolled into the Tarras Hall in July for the Lindis 
Catchment Group’s agri-plastic recycling event, hosted by Otago 
Catchment Community. Attendees watched Agrecovery’s mobile 
shredder in action while enjoying a pie and coffee - courtesy of OCC.

THE WORK - This work is the result of a group of heritage 
organisations coming together to create a plan, to preserve 
this stunning building. Origin Heritage, a Heritage 
Consultancy company, DOC, heritage stonemasons 
Wainwright &amp; Hickey, and Stephen McKnight, a 
Heritage Engineer, joined by local stonemason Michael 
Dacombe, collaborated to find the best solution for the site. 
They all share a passion for quality design, with a strong 
heritage focus. The work is also supported by the Otago 
Goldfields Heritage Trust.

The concept is not to create a replica of the old hotel,  
but to consolidate, the shape and form of the ruin.  
Work has been done on shoring up the walls, using 
traditional methods. 

TARRAS 
CHURCH

All welcome...

Service is at 11am 
on the first Sunday of 
every month, led by 

Barry Entwhistle

DUTY: Sue Rutherford and Anne Rive 
SUNDAY 2 AUGUST SERVICE 

DUTY: Anne Snow and Lesley Purvis 
SUNDAY 6 SEPTEMBER SERVICE 

The club has a busy spring calendar ahead, beginning 
with the John Annan Memorial Men’s Tournament on 
8–9 September, followed by the Jack and Noni Mead 
Trophy on 12 September.
The Tarras Men’s and Women’s Championship Finals 
will be held on 3 October, with the Potter’s Gold Watch 
Trophy on 10 October. 
Later in the month, Tarras will host the C.O. Women’s 
9-Hole Tournament on 21 October and the Women’s 
4BBB Tournament on 22 October.

A protective capping layer has also been added. New lintels for doors 
and windows, have been installed, made from old hardwood beams. 
This work will ensure the ongoing safety of those who visit.
Next to come is a roof. All the necessary consents are in (yes Heritage 
works have to apply for the same consents as everyone else), and 
costings are now being done. The roof will be made from a specialist 
product, a transparent corrugated iron, that will allow the interior to be 
naturally lit. It will also allow for the collection of rain water into a tank, 
providing fresh drinking water for campers. 
Gravel will be spread in each room to provide a better walking surface, 
and to aid in the prevention of weeds and plants, that could further 
damage the interior. The detailed story board outlining the Hotel’s 
history, currently at the beginning of the track, will be moved nearer to 
the hotel site, to ensure it is not missed. 
Many, Tarras locals have a personal connection to the hotel. Jono 
Robertson says his grandfather owned the hotel, and his father was 
born there.
Michael Dacombe, also a Tarras local, who worked on the restoration, 
says he really enjoyed working on such an important heritage building 
using traditional stone masonry skills. The hardest part of the job he 
says, was balancing the heritage preservation with the needed 
structural repairs, while ensuring every repair matched The original 
work. Michael also commented, how rewarding he found it to work on a 
building he had visited many times over the years, and one so close to 
home. The best part, and what made the project so meaningful for 
Michael, was being able to contribute to preserving a place, that is a 
significant part of the Central Otago landscape, and its history.
There will be an official opening when the work is complete and you’re 
all invited! This is still some months away - details will be advertised in 
all the usual places well ahead of time. How lucky are we, to live in an 
area with so much history, and so many talented people committed to 
preserving it. A big thank you to all involved.

Congratulations to Dave Allen, who 
was presented with the Stewart 
Jenkins Memorial Cup by club 
president Gus Chapman-Cohen. 
Alison Caughey finished as runner-up.

Are you keen on craft? 
Would you be keen to meet up with 
other people in the community to share 
ideas and interests? 
Details of meeting times to be finalised. 
Please register your interest by emailing 
Jenelle - maceplace@xtra.co.nz


