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SPREAD THE WORD 
Located by the school gate, Lilliput 
Library sparks a love of reading in 
our community. It’s always in need 
of restocking, please donate any 
surplus books to help!

•	 take a book/return a book 
•	 add a book
•	 pass it on

THE RECYCLING JOURNEY
Over the past year, our community 
has recycled more than 20 tonnes 
of recyclable materials and 18 
tonnes of glass – a fantastic effort 
by everyone involved. Thank you 
for making such great use of the 
recycling drop-off container and 
glass bins at the Tarras Community 
Hall. Keep up the great work!
Some of our eagle-eyed locals 
have noticed a change in the  
way the recycling containers are 
being emptied, so we contacted  
the CODC Waste Team to find  
out more. In the past, the slots on 
the recycling container were 
labelled to keep different materials 
separate. However, you may have 
noticed that these days all the 
recycling is emptied into the same 
collection truck. While this can 
seem a little surprising, rest 
assured your recycling is still  
being sorted.
The material collected from the 
Tarras recycling container is 
combined with yellow wheelie bin 
recycling from across the district 
and transported to the Materials 
Recovery Facility in Timaru.There, 
it is sorted into different material 

CALLING PHOTOGRAPHERS

Tarras recycling efforts are making a real difference - by Abi Hawkins

EnviroWaste Materials Recovery Facility in Timaru.
TARRAS BOOK CLUB 

Keen to meet new people? 
The next Book Club meeting:  

10 JUNE at 2pm. 
Hosted by Helen Pledger

A special thank you to Dr Sharp 
for sharing so many stunning 
photographs with Tarras Talk. 
The images added something 
truly special to each edition. 

We are always looking for local 
images for our front page, from 

landscapes to community life and 
would be honoured to feature 

your photos too.

Social media – love it or hate it – it has 
its uses. It has become inseparable from 
our personal and professional lives. Used 
extensively, sometimes constructively and 
at other times obstructively, social media 
plays a significant role in how we connect 
and communicate.

Tarras is online too. Don’t miss out!

On Facebook you’ll find:	 
• Tarras Community	 • Tarras Golf Club 
• Tarras Bird Watchers 	 • Tarras Traders	
• Tarras Playgroup	 • Tarras Church 
• Tarras Country Café	 • Tarras School 
• The Tarras Village	 • Tarras CD Club 
• Tarras Young Farmers

Explore tarras.org.nz for more businesses.

It is tarras.org.nz that recently attracted 
some international attention. In March 
2026, the website inbox received an 
unusual request that sparked a month-long 
search throughout Tarras.

We know, it’s been a grey one lately. If you’ve been stuck in 
the Alexandra and Clyde fog wondering where winter ends 
and winter begins, you are not alone. (Although we hear 
those of you further out in the district have been enjoying 
some sunshine, lucky!). 
Either way, we have the perfect remedy: good food,  
great company, and a brilliant guest speaker to get you 
out of the house and into the warmth of our June Rural 
Women’s Dinner.

JUNE DINNER EVENT 

6pm - Wednesday 10 June -  Alexandra District Club Inc. Alexandra.
Please register via Humanitix as soon as you can. Registrations close on Friday 5 June (for catering purposes).

You can find details about the evening, on our page: https://events.humanitix.com/central-otago-dinner-june-2026 

streams, such as steel cans, plastics, paper and 
cardboard, before being baled and sent to specialist 
reprocessors to be made into new products.
While Timaru may seem a long way from Central Otago, 
the reality is that recycling needs to be transported to 
locations where it can access rail and shipping networks. 
Most recycling reprocessors are based in the North Island 
or overseas, so all recyclable materials collected in our 
district need to travel further for processing. 
The good news is that you no longer need to separate 
cans, bottles and paper into different slots. Simply place 
your recyclable items into any available opening. It does 
help, however, to choose a slot that is not already full or 
overflowing. The Waste Team is currently updating the 
signage to make this clearer.

This month we’re thrilled to 
welcome Gillian Swinton from 
Lauder, homesteader, author of 
The Good Life. 

A woman who has quietly been 
building something pretty special 
right here in Central Otago. 

She’s warm, real, and has a story 
we think you’re going to love. One 
of resourcefulness, community 
and finding freedom in the simple 
life. One that will resonate deeply 
with rural women right here in 
Central Otago.

Born in Edinburgh, Gillian Swinton came to New Zealand in 2010 on an 
OE and never went home. Together with her partner Hamish they run a 
thriving set-up on a 2.7-hectare property in Lauder. Raising sheep, 
chickens and bees, growing and preserving their own food, and leaning 
into the rhythms of rural life. 

As always, this dinner is open to everyone, members and non-
members alike. If you’re a woman who’s rural at heart, there’s a seat at 
the table for you. We’d love to see you...

continused on page 3 ...

The email read:
“Hello. This is a bit of a long shot. In 1994 
I made a trip to New Zealand with a friend. 
We stayed with family in Christchurch and 
spent a few days in Tarras with friends of 
the family while travelling around the South 
Island. “I still remember arriving, seeing 
snowboards by the front door, and that 
we went skiing. As far as I remember they 
lived quite remotely, near a small river. 
Unfortunately, I’ve forgotten the family’s 
name, and my friend can’t remember it 
either. “In my memory they had a son (or 
maybe two sons) and a daughter, and the 
mother was called Jan or Joanne. 
I have no idea if they still live there, or if 
they are even still alive. Does anyone have 
any idea who this might be, or where I 
could continue searching?”
What an inviting challenge! - the email 
was shared on the Tarras Facebook 
page and quickly generated suggestions, 
theories and names. Leads were followed 

A TARRAS CONNECTION REDISCOVERED
A website enquiry sparked a community-wide search that reunited 
two families across the world after 32 years.

up, conversations were had at meetings 
and events, and plenty of people put their 
thinking caps on. Despite everyone’s 
efforts, there was no breakthrough, but 
knowing someone on the other side of the 
world held such fond memories of Tarras 
and a local family’s hospitality kept the 
search alive. 
Three and a half weeks later, another 
post went up on the Tarras Community 
Facebook page and, this time, success!
Carolyn got in touch to say it was her 
family. Her mum’s name is Jan, and 
Carolyn is one of three children, with two 
brothers. Snowboards galore were indeed 
a feature of life at their home by the river 
at Lindis Crossing.
Email addresses were exchanged and, 
thanks to the combined efforts of the 
Tarras community and the Tarras website, 
two families on opposite sides of the world 
were reconnected after 32 years.
A happy ending, don’t you think? So don’t 
fear the internet—use it. Like, follow and 
stay connected with what’s happening 
around Tarras.

TARRAS RURAL WOMEN’S PINK RIBBON
Antonia and Paul hosted our Pink Ribbon morning tea at their 
Tarras Café in May, with a wonderful selection of treats and 
all proceeds donated to the cause. $765 was raised, including 
$480 donated by Antonia & Paul and $285 from the raffle. 
Congratulations to Ann Rive, who won the raffle and thank you 
to everyone who attended, supported, and contributed prize 
items. Paul would like to highlight an important message - that 
men can also be affected by breast cancer.
Photo: Paul in London at the 2018 UK MoonWalk, an annual overnight 
fundraising event for breast cancer.



Kia ora,
It has been a great month which has 
absolutely flown by! Lots of rich classroom 
learning is happening, and it’s fantastic to 
see the progress our tamariki are making 
across all areas.

The best little school in Central Otago - ALICE CASEY, PRINCIPAL

TARRAS SCHOOL NEWS

	 Scott Worthington and everyone 
who purchased tickets to the Film 
Night. The money raised was used 
to purchase our drinking fountain 
which was installed last week!

REMOVE ALL LIDS - Lids cannot be recycled 
through these bins. Please remove them and  
place them in your rubbish bin.

GIVE CONTAINERS A RINSE - Items don’t  
need to be spotless, but food residue should  
be removed. Common offenders include peanut 
butter jars, meat trays and pet food cans. Dirty  
items can contaminate an entire load of recycling!

TARRAS  
REFUSE STATION

THE RECYCLING CONTAINER 
IS ON THE SOUTHERN SIDE OF THE TARRAS HALL.

We’ve been busy practising our Rippa 
Rugby skills ahead of this week’s upcoming 
tournament. There’s been plenty of 
teamwork, energy and enthusiasm on 
display while also getting our gardens 
prepared for winter!

As part of this, we’re heading to the SARs 
shed in Wānaka to learn about search 
and rescue and how people are helped in 
emergency situations. We’re also incredibly 
fortunate to have New Zealand mountaineer 
and explorer Mark Inglis visiting to speak 
with the tamariki about his adventures, 
challenges and achievements.
We’re delighted to welcome Maylee  
Gillespie and her family to school - we’ve 
loved having her join us and look forward  
to seeing all that she achieves!
Property Updates 
We’ve been fortunate to receive a number 
of major property upgrades recently, 
including a new roof, carpets, junior 
classroom windows, a full senior classroom 
refurbishment, heat pumps throughout the 
school, a new front door, and extensive 
exterior insulation and recladding. The 
school is looking pretty slick!
As these projects progressed, further 
work was identified, including upgrades 
to the stormwater system and septic 
tank, improvements to the carpark and 
entranceway, and remediation of additional 
mould found within some walls. The mould  
is contained and not airborne, and regular 
air quality testing continues to confirm 
that all learning spaces meet Ministry of 
Education safety standards. To enable 

TARRAS CHURCH UPGRADE COMPLETE
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The Church has been rewired, and new heaters 
and light fittings installed, as well as having been 
plastered internally and painted. The Church is 
now fit for purpose - a beautiful and comfortable 
space for the Tarras community to use.
The upgrade would not have been possible 
without grants received, with grateful thanks, 
from: Otago Community Trust, AAW Jones 
Charitable Trust, Alexander McMillan Trust, 
Wheels at Wanaka Charitable Trust, Masonic 
Lodge and Ripponvale Public Hall Incorporated. 
Also, a special thank you to everyone who 
worked on the upgrade including: Hawk Services, 
Plasterworks Wanaka, Garry Barnes, Arcbuild, 
Guthrie Bowron Cromwell and Matrix Scaffolding.
If you are interested in booking the Tarras Church 
to hold a wedding, concert, meeting or other 
event, please email tarraschurch@gmail.com for 
more information. 

We are pleased to confirm that the internal upgrade of the Tarras Church is finished. This 
completes the upgrade of the Tarras Church following its transfer into community ownership. 

KEEP CARDBOARD UNDER 1M X 1M - Cut 
boxes down. Folded cardboard blocks the bins.
NO SOFT PLASTICS - Plastic bags, bread bags, 
chip packets, cling wrap, pallet wrap and other 
scrunchable plastics cannot go in these bins.
GROCERY-TYPE PACKAGING ONLY -  
The bins are designed for common household 
packaging the sorts of things you might get  
from a supermarket and can be found in your 
pantry, laundry or bathroom.
IF IN DOUBT, LEAVE IT OUT -  If you’re unsure 
about an item, or can’t see a number on a plastic 
item it’s better to place it in your rubbish bin than 
risk contaminating a recycling stream.
For further updates and recycling information, 
visit: www.codc.govt.nz

A big thank you from the CODC Waste Team and from all of us 
for helping keep the recycling site clean, tidy and working well for the whole community. 

THE RECYCLING JOURNEY - TIPS FOR BETTER RECYCLING 

EnviroWaste Materials Recovery Facility in Timaru.

TARRAS BRA COLLECTION 
– THE CUP RUNNETH OVER!

TARRAS CHURCH

All welcome...

11am service on the first Sunday of 
every month, led by Barry Entwhistle

DUTY: Jayne Rive & Rebecca Mcelrea

JUNE SERVICE - SUNDAY 7
DUTY: Mary Ann Morris and  

Antonia Wilson

JULY SERVICE - SUNDAY 5

Tarras Ladies 
- Thank you!!
The call went out for 
donations of bras 
(you know, the ones 
you hide at the back 
of the drawer) to be 
sent to the women of 
the Pacific Islands, 
and you answered. 

A whopping total of 50 bras were donated and have 
now been passed on to the project organiser. That 
really is an outstanding response. 
I am very grateful to you all. I hope you enjoy the 
extra room you now have in your drawer LOLS!. Liz

Our Inquiry topic, Epic Expeditions, is taking 
us on an exciting learning journey. 

works to be completed with minimal 
disruption, portacom classrooms will 
be installed near the tennis courts. 
Teaching and learning will continue as 
normal and these will be our learning 
spaces until the project is completed - 
which is expected by January 2027. 

A full house for the first of The Tarras Village events, on Thursday 21 May, saw an 
enthusiastic, happy and interested crowd enjoy the presentation by, Jaz Mathisen.
Jaz has recently published her book, A Year at Awakino Station, where she shares 
her story as a rural woman, mother, farmer, and partner across the seasons, on an 
18,500-hectare station with 24,000 head of stock including beef, sheep and deer. Jaz 
shared how she grew up on a farm with her brothers as “a wild independent farm kid”, 
guzzling goats milk straight from the goats as her mother milked them, to learning about 
the land, going farming, having 3 kids and becoming the Awakino Station cook.
Virtually all their food is grown at the farm and Jaz says her biggest blessing is raising  
3 little farm kids – the next generation. To know what her biggest challenge is you’ll need 
to read the book – and you won’t be disappointed.
Christina Perriam skilfully led the evening with some well thought out, and interesting 
questions, which added much hilarity to the occasion. The food was beautifully presented 
and the wine from Bendigo Station was smooth and appreciated by all. A fabulous evening 
out – in Tarras. All proceeds from the evening are donated to the Tarras Church.

If you didn’t make this one – make sure you follow THE TARRAS VILLAGE for further 
events, or keep checking the Community Calendar on tarras.org.nz 

TARRAS VILLAGE PRESENTS...


